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DONCASTER

LIBERAL DEMOCRATS

Manifesto For 2006

Council Elections
THE NEED FOR CHANGE

The Liberal Democrats exist to build and safeguard a fair, free and open society, in which we seek to balance the fundamental value of liberty, equality and community. We champion the freedom, dignity and well being of individuals, we acknowledge and respect their right to develop their talents to the full, the only restraints being the law and the protection of the quality of life of others. We aim to disperse power, to foster diversity and nurture creativity. We believe that the role of state is to enable all citizens to attain these ideals, to contribute fully to their communities and to take part in the decisions, which affect their lives.

Contents

Page 3.

The Need for Change.




Planning for Doncaster’s Future.

Page 4.

Liberal Democrats local manifesto priorities foe 2006.

Page 5.
Creating a clean environment – and efficient and user-friendly public transport.

Page 6.
Promoting culture, regeneration and affordable housing.

Page 7.
Restoring faith in local democracy.


Better local government closer to home.

Page 8.
Creating safe neighbourhoods.

Page 9.
Caring for older and younger people.
The Need for Change

Doncaster has had 30 years of Labour control since the creation of the Metropolitan Borough. This has led to control by a party that has simply stopped listening to the residents of Doncaster and is comfortable in a cocoon of self-belief, which is now quite unable to consider serious criticism.

The residents of the Borough have for too long suffered the ‘consultation’ exercises of Labour and it’s Mayor, only to find that consultation means, ‘do you agree with us?’ And that disagreement is not an acceptable response.

It is our belief that Doncaster desperately requires a change of leadership and the freshness that change will bring.

Liberals Democrats believe that the Mayoral system has not worked in Doncaster’s best interest. Whilst raising the power of the individual it diminishes the power of the Council to the detriment of the Borough and it’s residents.

At a time when Labour has lost control of the Council for the first time in over 30 years they retained the power through the position of the Mayor. The losers, once again, are the people of the Borough.
Planning for Doncaster’s Future

We believe that Doncaster is at a critical moment in its history. We believe that economic success is beginning to fuel growth in our town and this success is beginning to change attitudes both in and towards Doncaster.

We believe that bold and visionary thinking is needed to create a future for our Borough, which allows for managed and appropriate growth, whilst preserving its best qualities.

This means we must plan now for substantial new development over the coming years. This development must preserve the best aspects of our towns, villages and the rural scene. It must sustain the environment, social and economic fabric. It must be built to the highest standards or urban design, architectural and environmental quality and must be accompanied by a first class transport infrastructure. It must produce vibrant, socially mixed and safe, convenient and enjoyable places to live.
Liberal Democrat local

manifesto priorities 2006.

Liberal Democrats put into practice what they preach in Parliament – by controlling and influencing Councils up and down the country with innovative policies based on the principles of local democracy, community empowerment, efficiently-run services and long term ambitions for each area.

These are Liberal Democrat manifesto priorities, which we consistently argue for in our local campaigns, our Lib Dem run administrations, and our national manifesto policy platforms.


Creating a clean environment - and efficient and user friendly public transport


Efficient Local Government – and closer to home


Creating safe neighbourhoods


Caring for the elderly and the young


Promoting culture, regeneration and affordable housing

Creating a clean environment - and efficient and user friendly public transport

Liberal Democrat priorities for local communities in environment and transport:

· Reducing the amount of waste generated

· Improving recycling rates and efficient waste collection

· Improving parks and open spaces, public footpaths

· Encouraging energy efficiency in buildings

· Improving air quality

· Supporting Bio-diversity

· Tackling traffic congestion and encourage use of public transport

· Supporting public transport in rural area

Examples of policies piloted by Liberal Democrats 

nationally and locally:

· Making sure streets have proper street lighting and signposting

· Promoting Waste Minimisation Networks

· Creating ‘low emission zones’ and to encourage the introduction of environmentally friendly buses

· Setting challenging targets for maximising new development on brown-field sites and reflecting this target in our development strategies

· Encouraging the development of cycle-ways and safer pavements by ensuring all new developments incorporate cycle lanes and safe pedestrian areas and traffic calming where appropriate

· Encouraging and promoting Safe Routes to School with calmed traffic, safe pavements, good lighting and adults on hand to conduct “walking buses”.

· A dedicated ‘Travel to School Officer’ to encourage and facilitate safe and healthier non car travel to school

· Setting challenging targets for reducing municipal waste to as low a percentage as possible, through waste minimisation, reuse and recycling; particularly by promoting kerbside household collection.

· Considering all alternatives to incinerators, including new technologies such as anaerobic digestion to recover energy.

LIB DEM POLICIES INTO ACTION

Lib Dem-run LONDON BOROUGH OF SUTTON is a flagship authority for their environmental record of over 20 years promoting sustainability, recycling and waste management.
Promoting culture, regeneration and

affordable housing

Liberal Democrat priorities for local communities in culture, regeneration and affordable housing:

· Action to regenerate the market areas in the Borough

· Promoting local business and bringing business into the area

· Connecting the local community with businesses

· Increasing skills and training available to local people

· Promoting local culture through libraries and other services

· Consideration given to assisting the reopening of Doncaster’s Grand Theatre

· Promoting local sport

· Promoting sustainable development using renewable energy.

· Encourage action to improve housing stock held by St Leger Homes and to involve tenant participation

· Working with others to provide affordable housing

· Supporting decent homes that are not council stock – e.g. supporting private sector tenants in making sure their accommodation is suitable, or working with housing associations

· Tackling homelessness

· Look to the development of a village for the elderly with warden provision and local amenities

Examples of policies piloted by Liberal Democrats 

nationally and locally:

· Supporting leisure pass schemes, to develop special offers and discounts on      attractions and leisure facilities to promote active social and cultural activities

· Promoting free and discounted swimming passes to residents, especially the young people

· Creating safe play and recreation areas for children and challenging recreation areas for teenagers

· Developing sustainable retail plans to support small shops in local areas

· Establish targets for effective affordable housing provision along with identifying unused urban space to encourage ‘fast track’ affordable housing – by using the power to impose empty homes management orders on properties left vacant for more than a year.

LIB DEM POLICIES INTO ACTION

Lib Dem-run LIVERPOOL CITY COUNCIL have made sure there are more things for young people to do, by opening a network of “kids’ Gyms”, building 5 new swimming pools and 4 new sports centres, setting up the biggest community arts programme in the country and installing 360 more computers in the city’s libraries.

Lib Dem led South Shropshire District Council set up an innovative scheme to deliver affordable housing for local people by retaining a 1% “golden share” in properties.
Restoring faith in local democracy:

Better local government closer to home

Liberal Democrat priorities for local communities in running efficient services and decentralising power:

· Making government (both local and national) embrace localism, making sure that decisions are taken at as local a level as possible.

· Delivering closer public scrutiny – including at a local level, of services and decisions, which can help deliver more efficient services, as well as making sure, they are what local communities really want.

· Scrapping the Council tax and introducing a local income tax to shift tax-raising power from the national to the local level.

· Restoring people’s faith in politics by proving that we can deliver local services efficiently.

Examples of policies piloted by Liberal democrats 

nationally and locally:

· Liberal Democrat-run councils from Southwark to South Somerset have devolved decision – making to local neighbourhood forums, giving a more local basis to decision making, and makes it easier for local people to have a say.
· Setting up area committees which have devolved some local decision making powers, for example additional discretionary funding for local environmental projects. This has allowed local needs to be better met.
· Establishing a reputation foe careful use of public money, especially in inner city areas that have turned Lib Dem after decades of labour financial incompetence.
LIB DEM POLICIES INTO ACTION

Last year, Liberal democrats set the joint lowest average council tax increases; 3.9%, while the Tory average was 4.5%.

Councils such as Newcastle, Liverpool and Southwark have all seen Comprehensive Performance Assessments (CPA) improve under Liberal democrat control. Liberal Democrat Newcastle has saved over £9 million in the last financial year through steps such as instituting careful procurement policies and savings in office accommodation.

Lib Dem run Liverpool, by making efficiency savings, have managed to deliver real benefits for the people of Liverpool. Under Labour, the city’s Council tax was the highest in the country. Under Lib Dems, it was frozen in 1998/9, 1999/00 and 2001/01, reduced by 3% in 2002/03 and increased by the rate of inflation in 2003/4 and in 2004/5. It has plummeted from being the highest to being 58th position. £150 million of long-term debt. Has been paid off, saving millions of pounds in interest charges.

Creating safe neighbourhoods

Liberal Democrat priorities to create safer neighbourhoods:

· Combating Anti Social Behaviour and tackling the root causes of crime – for instance, through Acceptable Behaviour Contracts
· Connecting the local community and other agencies (e.g. police, schools); greater support for youth services.
· Taking action to tackle excessive noise and to encourage responsible pub/bar landlords.
· Taking action in improve the local environment to ‘design out crime’ and reduce the fear of crime, and action to reduce street crime and burglaries.
· Giving local communities a say in how their neighbourhood is policed. Minimum levels of service will be set out clearly in a Local Policing Contract, which will require Chief Constables and police authorities to come to an agreement with local authorities on how the policing element of council tax is spent on a minimum policing guarantee.
· Supporting a minimum Curriculum Entitlement which will allow pupils more flexibility to choose an individual learning programme from a broader choice of academic and skills based courses. We will promote schemes to combat bullying, truancy and classroom disruption.
Examples of policies piloted by Liberal Democrats 

nationally and locally
· Acceptable Behaviour Contracts (ABC’s), developed by Liberal democrats in Islington, have been shown to be an effective alternative to ASBO’s in reducing anti-social behaviour and are now official Home Office guidance.

· Parental Control Agreements are similar to ABC’s but apply to children under the age of 10. Parents or guardians who sign up to a PCA are expected to take full responsibility for their child’s behaviour.

· Cutting alcohol-related crime. We will tackle excessive drinking by cracking down on licensees who serve people when clearly drunk or underage. We will require big late night venues to contribute to the cost of extra late night policing.

· Empower local communities to reduce crime and anti-social behaviour in their own areas, including through locally accountable and responsive policing, local authority crime prevention, and lay participation in juries, magistrates’ courts and restorative justice programmes.

· Focus efforts on keeping young people away from crime, by involving young people and their families in tackling offending behaviour through initiatives such as Youth Courts, Acceptable Behaviour Contracts and Parental Control Agreements.

· Invest in the education system at all levels to ensure there are adequate resources to tackle underachievement.

LIB DEM POLICIES INTO ACTION

By working closely with police and other agencies, the London Borough of Lambeth closed over 80 crack houses, with the beneficial knock-on effect in reducing street crime and anti-social behaviour.
Caring for older and younger people

Liberal Democrats priorities for older and younger people

· Campaigning for a local income tax, as Council tax discriminates unfairly against pensioners on low incomes.
· Campaigning for older people to receive free long-term personal care – as introduced in Scotland by Liberal democrats in Government.
· Expanding opportunities for vocational and skills training. We will invest in new partnerships between colleges, business, local authorities and government to ensure modern, high quality college facilities in every community.
· Activity led funding. We will seek to phase out the disparity in funding between schools, colleges and workplace training by ensuring funds follow the student.
· To seek a fairer charging system for adults and young adults with special needs. 
Examples of policies piloted by Liberal Democrats 

nationally and locally:

Improving social care services

· Working with PCT’s to support people coming out of hospital
· Encouraging independent living by involving service users in how to run and operate their services.
· Tackling funding pressures in social service budgets.

Helping children and young people

· Improving services by working with others (e.g. police and parents for instance working with schools) to increase attainment, tackle truancy and promote healthier diets in schools.

· Helping the “hardest to reach” children.

· Involving young people in the planning of services, and to hear their views

· Encourage the Youth Council with an allocated sum of £20000 to meet their most favoured projects.

LIB DEM POLICIES INTO ACTION

The London Borough of Southwark successfully put in a joint £1.85 million bid with the local Primary care trusts, hospitals and voluntary organisations to help people remain healthy and safe in their own homes instead of having to go into residential care or stay in hospital when they don’t need to.

Bridgend County Borough Council’s (Lib Dem led) sport and recreation service receives GP and hospital referrals who take part in a 12 week programme of exercises, including swimming, walking, gym and keep fit. Working in partnership with the local NHS Trust, the sport and recreation service provides the fitness element for the long term unemployed person on the route back to work.

The London Borough of Lambeth is due to open the country’s first parent run school in September. It will be non-selective and non-denominational.
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